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To Christ be the Glory! 
2 Peter 3:16-18 

16 as he (Paul) does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things in 
them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as 
they do the other Scriptures. 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are 
not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability.18 But grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day 
of eternity. Amen. 

• What is the glorification of God? 

“We glorify God when we are God-admirers; admire his attributes, which are the glistening beams by 
which the divine nature shines forth; his promises which are the charter of free grace, and the spiritual 
cabinet where the pearl of price is hid; the noble effects of his power and wisdom in making the world, 
which is called "the work of his fingers." Psalm 8:3. To glorify God is to have God-admiring thoughts; to 
esteem him most excellent, and search for diamonds in this rock only.” 
Thomas Watson (1620-1686), Man’s Chief End is to Glorify God 

“Every Christian’s life-purpose must be to glorify God. This is the believer’s official calling. Everything we 
say and do, all our obedience to God’s commands, all our relationships with others, all the use we 
make of the gifts, talents, and opportunities that God gives us, all our enduring of adverse situations 
and human hostility, must be so managed as to give God honor and praise for his goodness to those 
on whom he sets his love. (1 Cor. 10:31; cf. Matt. 5:16; Eph. 3:10; Col. 3:17). Equally important is the 
truth that every Christian’s full-time employment must be to please God….Pleasing God in everything 
must be our goal. (Col. 1:10; 1 Thess. 2:4; 4:1).” 
J.I. Packer, Concise Theology: A Guide to Historic Christian Beliefs, p. 185 

• Why glorify God? 

“We are cruel to ourselves if we try to live in this world without knowing about the God whose world it 
is and who runs it. The world becomes a strange, mad, painful place, and life in it a disappointing and 
unpleasant business, for those who do not know about God. Disregard the study of God, and you 
sentence yourself to stumble and blunder through life blindfolded, as it were, with no sense of 
direction and no understanding of what surrounds you. This way you can waste your life and lose your 
soul.” 
J.I. Packer, Knowing God, p. 33 



“In the first three petitions of the Lord’s prayer, we ought to lose sight of ourselves, and seek the glory 
of God: not that it is separated from our salvation, but that the majesty of God ought to be greatly 
preferred by us to every other object of solicitude. It is of unspeakable advantage to us that God 
reigns, and that he receives the honor which is due to him: but no man has a sufficiently earnest 
desire to promote the glory of God, unless (so to speak) he forgets himself, and raises his mind to seek 
God’s exalted greatness.” 
John Calvin, Commentary on a Harmony of the Evangelists Matthew, Mark, and Luke, vol. 1, trans. 
William Pringle, p. 318 

But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, which shines brighter and brighter until full day. 
The way of the wicked is like deep darkness; they do not know over what they stumble. 
Proverbs 4:18-19 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
John 8:12 

• How to glorify God 
1. Aim purely at His honoring. 
2. By believing His promises (even in the dark)   

No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he 
gave glory to God, fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.   
Romans 4:20-21 

3. By bearing fruit. 
By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.  
John 15:8 
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 
whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the 
strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To 
him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.  
1 Peter 4:10-11 

4. By remembering Him in all of life. 
So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  
1 Corinthians 10:31 

5. By good works. 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
Matthew 5:16 
Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, 
they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation. 
1 Peter 2:12


